Grade 6 Sample Test Prompt

Sentence Fluency

The cafeteria serves some foods people like and some they don’t like. Think about
three different foods that you would like the cafeteria manager to serve that you
can’t get now in the cafeteria.

Write aletter to the cafeteria manager convincing her to serve each of the three new
foods that you are suggesting.

Y our essay should
e Target a specific audience and purpose.

e Organize clear ideas into meaningful sequence.

Remember to edit for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.
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AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric — Official Scoring Guide

SENTENCE FLUENCY

6

The writing has an effective flow and rhythm. Sentences
show a high degree of craftsmanship, with consistently
strong and varied structure that makes expressive oral
reading easy and enjoyable. The writing is characterized

by

anatural, fluent sound; it glides along with one
sentence flowing effortlessly into the next.
extensive variation in sentence structure, length, and
beginnings that add interest to the text.

sentence structure that enhances meaning by drawing
attention to key ideas or reinforcing relationships
among idess.

varied sentence patternsthat create an effective
combination of power and grace.

strong control over sentence structure; fragments, if
used at all, work well.

stylistic control; dialogue, if used, sounds natural.

5

The writing has an easy flow and rhythm. Sentences are
carefully crafted, with strong and varied structure that
makes expressive oral reading easy and enjoyable. The
writing is characterized by

anatural, fluent sound; it glides a ong with one
sentence flowing into the next.

variation in sentence structure, length, and
beginnings that add interest to the text.

sentence structure that enhances meaning.

control over sentence structure; fragments, if used
at al, work well.

stylistic control; dialogue, if used sounds natural.

4

The writing flows; however, connections between
phrases or sentences may be less than fluid. Sentence
patterns are somewhat varied, contributing to easein
oral reading. Thewriting is characterized by

anatural sound; the reader can move easily through
the piece, although it may lack a certain rhythm and
grace.

some repeated patterns of sentence structure,
length, and beginnings that may detract somewhat
from overall impact.

strong control over simple sentence structures, but
variable control over more complex sentences;
fragments, if present, are usually effective.
occasional lapsesin stylistic control; dialogue, if
used, sounds natural for the most part, but may at
times sound stilted or unnatural.

3

The writing tends to be mechanical rather than fluid.
Occasiona awkward constructions may force the reader
to dow down or reread. The writing is characterized by

some passages that invite fluid oral reading; however,
others do not.

some variety in sentences structure, length, and
beginnings, although the writer fallsinto repetitive
sentence patterns.

good control over simple sentence structures, but
little control over more complex sentences;
fragments, if present, may not be effective.
sentences which, although functional, lack energy.
lapsesin stylistic control; dialogue, if used, may
sound stilted or unnatural.

2

The writing tends to be either choppy or rambling.
Awkward constructions often force the reader to slow
down or reread. The writing is characterized by

significant portions of the text that are difficult to
follow or read aloud.

sentence patterns that are monotonous (e.g.,
subject-verb or subject-verb-object).

asignificant number of awkward, choppy, or
rambling constructions.

1

The writing is difficult to follow or to read aloud.
Sentences tend to be incomplete, rambling, or very
awkward. The writing is characterized by

text that does not invite—and may not even
permit—smooth oral reading.

confusing word order that is often jarring and
irregular.

sentence structure that frequently obscures
meaning.

sentences that are digjointed, confusing, or
rambling.
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Grade 6 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 1

Writing
FIMAL COPY
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| | Scorepoint 1 - Thewriting is difficult to follow or to read
| | aloud. Sentences are rambling. Sentences are disjointed and
| | confusing word order isjarring.
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Grade 6 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 2

Writin
g FINAL COPY

Dear  GaReXxer mrm:‘x)grj

A im : & avna T

Larred <o gl Mgy 1§ Lo G0 pOY W) e

(X013 SoPne adnex Saod  like \nrauonis,
0 o

and can Q00 O\Wabo (U o O N,

A0\ ~sce, .bxmncw <ol 2nd (Wonod
Pranke Dok - e —\rﬂ?\\ma (O Poy
-0 O W M cafeYeria  Dpesince
L0V aNE A0 Or pao(e - Naviation

¥OUce N\ Map  edodent<

ave Dok o 'mu YA 2w g,
(Q\CeX Y \n \@Qcé\/;@ —\'\ﬂz,u Q:]Htoaluc
ey e came i \ohcn oo e
(00 PO e BAyege —qum Y

1 Yold ciov. Yoo ave cmma 20
_SQJE_&WO-PJ(;Y\d W Viwe’ Havee wionths
Uov_ @ oY Glhothexr JardHown of
v £pod OLOU?

Score point 2 - The wrltlnq isrambling. It is difficult to ascertain where
| one sentence ends and a new one begins. Awkward constructions force

|| the reader to Slow down: “...thanks a lot I’m telling you that to putinte [
cafeteria because you have to put more variation of food bec ause all the

]

students...”
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Grade 6 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 3A
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Writing

Grade 6 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 3B
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Scor e point 3 — The writing tends to be mechanical rather than fluid .

| Thewriter has good control over simple sentences but little control over

more complex sentences. Occasional awkward constructions may force

| the reader to slow down or reread. The first sentence and the | ast n

sentence are awkward and don’t flow well when reading aloud.
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Grade 6 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 4A

Writing
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Grade 6 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 4B

Writing
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|| Score point 4 — The writing flows; however, the connections between |
phrases or sentences are less than fluid. The writer uses repeated

patterns of sentence structure. The paper has strong control over simple
sentences. Creating sentences that are not repetitive in structure would |7
— improve the sentences fluency and allow for more demonstration of =
fluidity.
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Grade 6 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 5A
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Grade 6 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 5B

Writing
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| Scorepoint 5 - The writing has an easy flow and rhythm. The first two
sentences offer one long and one short, establishing the rhythm.
| Sentences are carefully crafted, with strong and varied structure that

makes expressive oral reading easy and enjoyable (again, thefirst two i
sentences demonstrate this). Variations in sentence beginnings add -

_| interest: “That cheesy taste in your mouth...,” “Just walking into the
p| cafeteria...,” and “So there you have it.” E
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Grade 6 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score point 6A
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Grade 6 Writing Sentence Fluency — Score Point 6B

Writing
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Scor e point 6 — The writing has effective flow and rhythm. Sentences show a
high degree of craftsmanship, with consistently varied structure . “Although the
| food you serve...., | am fairly sure...” Thereis strong control over sentence
structure as well as variation in length and beginnings. “I highly doubt it.”

| “Everybody loves chicken.” “There are many delicious, healthy foods out
there, but | have to say one of my favoritesis good old beans and rice.
Fragments work well. “Great for schools with constricted budgets.”
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